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SuHURary  of  the  Mlxiuteff 
of  the  Meeting  of  the  Coflanittee 
on  iLdoption  of  the  1929  Braille  l&ieio  Code 


M u /6 


CoBQHlttee;  Hr*  Edward  H*  Van  Clove,  representing  the  j^sic  Advisory  Committee 
’ of  the  Amerlcim  Printing  House 

Hiss  S.  Gertrude  Eeess,  representing  Ovorbrook 
* Hiss  Lulu  Sb.e  Wash,  representing  the  Amerioan  Printing  House 

Mr,  Edward  L«  Gardiner,  representing  Perkins  Institution 

The  meeting  was  opened  at  lOtlS  A.  H*  by  Ihr*  Irwin* 

Function  of  Committee,  Mr,  Irwin  explained  the  function  of  the  Committee  as 
f^ollows : 

An  international  conference  was  held  in  Paris  in  the  spring  of  1929  to  con- 
sider recoimaending  a braille  imisic  code  to  replace  the  diversified  codes  used 
heretofore.  The  countries  represented  at  the  conference  were  England,  Germany, 

France,  Italy,  and  the  United  States,  whioh  conference  was  brought  about  by  the 
influence  of  the  American  Braille  Press  in  Paris*  This  press,  organised  to  print 
books  and  muslo  for  the  blind  of  the  whole  world,  did  its  first  work  during  the  World 
War  when  it  printed  books  for  the  Allies)  later  it  began  to  serve  other  oountries 
as  well.  Owing  to  the  diversification  of  codes  in  different  oountries,  it  was 
impossible  to  print  music  whioh  could  be  read  uniformly.  A representative  of  the 
Amerioan  Braille  Press  visited  many  oountries  and  discussed  music  with  their  re- 
spective musical  leaders,  and  finally  it  was  decided  to  hold  a conference  in  Paris 
composed  of  experts  who  should  agree,  if  possible,  upon  a standard  braille  musio 
code.  Mr,  L.  W,  Rodenberg  who  has  been  acting  as  musical  adviser  to  the  Founda- 
tion for  a number  of  years  represented  the  United  Btates.  After  ton  days  dis- 
oussion,  a code  was  decided  upon.  The  members  of  the  conference  then  took  back  to 
their  respective  oountries  reooimendations  for  such  changes  in  their  codes  as  would 
make  them  conform  to  the  new  International  Braille  Musio  Code*  Slnoe  that  time 
England,  Germany,  France,  and  Italy  have  adopted  the  findings  of  the  Paris  Conference, 
The  meeting  of  the  above  named  Comi^ttee  was  called  In  order  that  they  might  consider 
what  attitude  the  United  States  should  take  regarding  the  International  Coda  recom- 
mended by  the  Paris  Conference,  Their  recommendations  are  to  be  sent  to  all  braille 
musio  printing  houses  in  this  country* 

Paris  Conference,  Mr,  Irwin  then  turned  the  meeting  over  to  Mr,  Rodenberg  who  was 
oslced  explain  to  the  Committee  the  action  of  the  Paris  Conference, 

Mr.  Rodenberg  asked  that  a ehairman  of  the  meeting  be  elected,  Mr.  Gardiner 
nominated  Mr,  Tan  Cleve  who  was  unanimously  aooepted,  Mr*  Van  Clave  inquired  if  a 
oopy  of  the  proceedings  in  Paris  had  been  sent  to  each  member  of  the  Committee,  Mr, 
Irwin  said  that  this  had  been  done.  It  was  explained  by  Mr.  Rodenberg  that  the  oopies 
sent  to  the  Committee  were  a translation  of  the  French  in  which  the  prooeedings  were 
originally  written*  The  finished  English  copy  has  not  yet  been  made,  since  the  stress 
has  been  laid  primarily  upon  the  changes  made  rather  than  upon  the  language  in  which 
the  document  embodying  the®  is  expressed,  Mr,  Rodenberg  said  that  although  four  out 
of  five  of  the  countries  represented  at  the  conference  have  adopted  the  Code,  the 
present  Committee  should  not  act  too  quickly  nor  accept  the  changes  until  they  had 
been  thoroughly  discussed  and  made  clear  to  everyone.  He  pointed  out  the  neoesslty 
of  a standard  code  for  all  countries,  adding  that  changes  in  future,  working  toward 
improvement,  are  unavoidable,  but  the  matter  of  future  cooperation  in  regard  to  them 
can  be  worked  out  later,  Mr,  Rodenberg  remarked  upon  the  spirit  of  conformity  which 


•rain*  Hutlo  Comitt** 


mZ’» 


««•  pr***&t  *t  th*  Pori*  Conf*r«ne«  *ad  ivhloh  mad*  potalbi*  th*  adopt  loan  of  th* 

Cod*.  Eaclo&d  and  Amorioa,  h*  aaid»  aaorifleed  leaat— th*  other  oountrle*  prao* 
tioally  toappod  th*ir  *xlatln|;  eod*s. 

Th*  atandard  Key  to  BrallX*  Uagio  in  the  TMited  State*  ie  Ur.  Bodeaberg** 

Key,  published  In  1926.  It  waa  deoldod  that  idle  Comittee  should  diseuss  In  de- 
tail th*  features  of  the  Paris  Code  which  would  neoessitate  ohanges  in  the  1826 
Key  to  Braille  Uusie  Votatioa.  Copies  of  the  Paris  Code  in  braille  and  ink-print 
were  distributed  to  the  ateabers  of  the  Conmittee.  Ur.  Bodenbere  stated  that  the 
■ost  isportant  ehangos  were  In  Seotion  45*61  of  the  Code  and  had  to  do  with  slurs 
and  ties.  Bach  paragraph,  howcrrer,  was  gone  orer  in  detail  and  diaoussed.  It  was 
sored  by  kr.  Gardiner,  seconded  by  Hiss  ^ash,  that  the  Oomlttee  accept  the  find- 
ings of  the  Paris  Conferenoe  as  reported  by  Ur.  Rodenberg  and  enbodiod  in  the  Code. 

The  Motion  was  carried  unaninously. 

Changes  in  the  1926  Key  to  Braille  Music  Hotatlon*  The  question  as  to  how  the 
chafes  shouldi  W nade  in  the  liCey  now  In  use  was  discussed.  It  was  suggested  that 
the  new  signs  be  incorporated  in  a chart  r«ry  imach  like  one  which  Mr.  Hodenberg 
showed  to  the  Cocmittee.  After  a disouaslon  the  Cosaaitteo  earn*  to  the  following 
decision}  They  feel  that  an  International  Key  would  be  ideal,  since  it  would  help 
to  elisdnate  direr  si  float  ion  in  printed  braille  sbusIci  but  until  such  a key  oan  be 
edited  a text  for  incsediate  use  must  be  had.  Since  the  1926  Key  to  Braille  Musio 
lotation  oan  still  be  used  if  a few  changes  are  made  in  it,  the  Coisniittee  asks 
that  Mr.  Irwin,  as  Bxeeutire  Director  of  the  American  Foundaticoi  for  the  Blind  and 
Mr.  Tan  Clere,  representing  the  Ihisio  Adrisory  Committee  of  the  American  Printing 
Rouae  aee  that  a aupplenent  inoluding  the  findings  of  the  Paris  Conferenoe  of  1629 
is  printed  both  in  braille  and  in  ink-print  and  that  this  supplement  be  included 
in  all  orders  for  the  1926  Key  to  Braille  Music  Rotation.  The  same  Committee  will 
continue  to  be  aotiwe  until  the  rewised  chart  Is  prepared,  a task  sdtioh  Mr.  Hodenberg 
agreed  to  undertake!  the  queaticm  of  the  fiaanoing  of  its  printing  to  be  left  to  the 
dieoretion  of  Mr.  Irwin  and  Mr.  Tan  Clew*.  The  Cmaittee  does  not  recommend  the  issu- 
ance of  any  primer  e«itaining  the  same  matter  as  ths  1929  Braille  S.^sio  Chart. 

Site  of  Braille  Music  Books.  After  a discussion  th#  Committee  decided  to  reooiemend 
iha^  site  h X lOj^  inches  i>e  adopted  as  the  standard  slse  for  braille  nuslo  books, 
and  thsy  hope  that  all  printing  houses  that  issue  braille  ssusio  will  oooperate  in 
conforming  to  this  sits.  It  was  pointed  out  that  the  great  diwerslty  in  else  of 
page  is  an  inoonwenienoe  not  only  to  the  indiridual  blind  person  but  to  libraries 
a*  well.  Miss  Ooldthwaits  of  the  Department  for  the  Blind  of  the  Rew  Tork  Public 
Library  was  present  and  expressed  the  opinion  that  the  site  deoided  upon  by  the 
Coaidttee  (nmr  in  use  by  the  Xlliacis  School  for  the  Blind)  is  the  most  oonwenient 
sise  for  library  use.  Ifir.  Rodenberg  remarked  that  musio  printed  by  the  Anorioan 
Braille  Press  is  approximately  lO}^  inches  wide,  as  is  most  braille  musio  printed 
abroad,  and  the  Committee  expressed  the  hope  that  the  American  Braille  Frees  would 
oooperat*  with  Amerioan  printing  presses  in  adopting  the  8 x lo|  standard  sise. 

The  meeting  was  then  adjourned. 
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